East of England Liberal Democrats
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Saturday 19 October 2013
Churchill College, Cambridge, Storey’s Way
Cambridge CB3 0DS

3

DIRECTIONS
ARRIVING BY TRAIN
Cambridge railway station has a frequent service
from London King’s Cross, the Midlands and the
North and a direct link from Stansted Airport, as
well as plentiful local services. Cambridge railway
station is situated 2 miles from Churchill College.
Cambridge is a 50 minute journey from London
King's Cross and Liverpool Street stations.
For further information call the National Rail Enquiry
number 08457 484950 or visit the National Rail
website.

ARRIVING BY BUS
Information on bus services, include the Park &
Ride scheme in Cambridge can be found on the
Cambridgeshire County Council website.
The Citi 4 and Uni 4 buses stop near to the College
on the Madingley Road. These buses offer a
concessionary rate for holders of the University
Card.

ARRIVING BY CAR
From the M11 (from the south) Exit Junction 13
Please note: There is no exit southbound at
Junction 13 on M11. See directions below for A14
(from the north west).
At the end of the slip road, turn right onto
Madingley Road. Continue towards the City Centre.
Pass the Cavendish Laboratory on the right,
followed by the College playing fields on the left.
Take the next left turning onto Storey’s Way.
Churchill College is on the left hand corner of the
site. Drive past the front of the College. Take the
first turning on the left which has a sign ‘Churchill
Road, Private Road’. Follow the directions below
for parking.
From the A428 (from the west)
After the blue pedestrian bridge, exit the A428,
crossing the roundabout onto the A1303 signed for
Cambridge. Pass the American War Cemetery on
your left and continue towards the City Centre,
crossing the M11. Pass the Cavendish Laboratory
on the right, followed by the College playing fields
on the left. Take the next left turning onto Storey’s
Way. Churchill College is on the left hand corner of
the site. Drive past the front of the College. Take
the first turning on the left which has a sign
‘Churchill Road, Private Road’. Follow the
directions below for parking.
From the A14 (from the east; not suitable for
vehicles over 6'6")
Take the third exit signposted for Cambridge. At
top of the slip road take the first exit signposted
Cambridge (B1049). Follow this road for

approximately 2km, reaching the T-junction at the
end. Turn right and immediately right again through
two sets of traffic lights. You are on the A1307
heading towards Huntingdon. After passing Murray
Edwards (off-white) and Fitzwilliam (brown)
Colleges and some playing fields on the left, and
just before a set of pedestrian traffic lights, turn left
into Storey’s Way. Pass through the width
restriction on the first bend. After the next sharp
bend turn right into: ‘Churchill Road, Private Road’.
Follow the directions below for parking.
From the A14 (from the north west; not
suitable for vehicles over 6'6")
Take junction 31 off A14 (just as it meets the M11).
Follow signs to Cambridge along A1307, keeping in
the right-hand lane. Continue towards Cambridge
City Centre, travelling along Huntingdon Road.
Pass Girton College and Hotel Felix on your left.
After the second set of traffic lights turn right into
Storey's Way. Pass through the width restriction on
the first bend. After the next sharp bend turn right
into ‘Churchill Road, Private Road’. Follow the
directions below for parking.
From the City Centre (via ring road)
Approach the roundabout with Madingley Road
(A1303) either from Queen's Road (A1134,
clockwise) or Chesterton Road (A1303, anticlockwise). Turn onto Madingley Road (heading
west, towards the M11). After three sets of traffic
lights, take the right turn onto Storey’s Way. Pass
the College on the left and turn left into ‘Churchill
Road, Private Road’. Follow the directions below
for parking.
Directions for wide vehicles (>2m):
Wide vehicles approaching Storey's Way from the
Huntingdon Road side will not be able to get
through the width restrictions. Continue along
Huntingdon Road towards Cambridge. Follow signs
first for Ring Road, then at traffic lights take left
hand lane for Shire Hall; pass Shire Hall on left,
continuing towards Cambridge. Turn right at traffic
lights onto Northampton Street, following sign for
London, M11 and Bedford. At miniroundabout turn
right onto Madingley Road. Turn right into Storey’s
Way, Churchill College is on the left hand corner of
the site. Drive past the front of the College. Take
the first turning on the left which has a sign
‘Churchill Road, Private Road’. Follow the
directions above for parking.

PARKING
Churchill Road
Visitor parking is available along the right-hand side
of Churchill Road and in the car park at the top, past
the Møller Centre car park.
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PARKING
In addition to the car
parking areas described
on the previous page,
the staff car parks will
also be available, on the
left just after you turn
into Churchill Road.
On arrival please make
your way to the Porters’
Lodge and along the
concourse to the
registration desk.

CONFERENCE VENUE
The main conference hall is
the Wolfson Hall, marked 4
on the venue plan (right).
Training and fringe events will
take place in
Ÿ

the Bevin Room and
Seminar Room 1, near the
Wolfson Hall

Ÿ

the Tizard Room, on the
first floor up the stairs
leading from the
concourse, marked 1 on
the venue plan - there is a
lift from the concourse for
people with disabilities

Ÿ

the Cockcroft Room, on
the ground floor off the
Fellows’ Gallery leading
from the left hand side of
the Buttery, marked 3 on
the venue plan.

Our Marketplace of party
stands is in the concourse.
Lunch (included in your
registration fee) will be
served in the Buttery just off
the concourse. Tea and
coffee will be available for
purchase from the Buttery for
the duration of the
conference.

5

CONFERENCE INFORMATION
WELCOME TO
CONFERENCE
We look forward to
welcoming you to the East of
England Regional Conference
2013 at Churchill College
Cambridge.
It’s our first time at this prestigious venue, and the
agenda contains plenty for everyone - from policy
debates and fringe meetings to training and the
chance to quiz our parliamentarians face to face.
Our conference this year will also mark the launch
of our campaign for the elections to the European
Parliament in May 2014.

ON-THE-DAY REGISTRATION
You can register for conference on the day itself,
but this will cost you £32, instead of £26 for
registering in advance.

COATS
Coats may be left (at your own risk) on the coat
racks outside Seminar Room 1 near the Wolfson
Hall.

ANNOUNCEMENTS SHEET

Please take a moment to read the information
below so you don’t miss out.

Up to the minute conference news, including
information about any changes to the published
timetable, may be found in the Announcements
sheet, which will be in your delegates’ pack on the
day.

Steve Jarvis
Regional Conference Chair

ELECTIONS

DEADLINES
Friday 11 October, 10:00 am is the deadline for the
receipt of
· Emergency motions
· Questions to the regional chair and treasurer
· Amendments to the regional budget
Motions, amendments and questions should be
submitted to the Conference Office, 27 The
Orchards, Sutton, Ely CB6 2PX,
admin@eastlibdems.org.uk

ACCESS AND FACILITIES FOR
PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES
The main hall and all fringe and training rooms are
accessible by wheelchair, in the case of the Tizard
Room via lift from the main concourse.
An induction loop is installed in the main hall and is
also available in the Bevin Room and the Tizard
Room.
In the event of any queries on the day, please ask a
steward or a member of the Regional Conference
Committee.

Nominations for our region’s representatives to
English Council, and our member of the ELDR
Congress, close at 2:00 pm on the day of the
conference. Nomination papers will be available
on the day at conference from the elections table in
the exhibition area; they are also available to
download in advance from the regional web site
www.eastlibdems.org.uk

MARKETPLACE
There is a Marketplace of party stands in the main
concourse between the Porters’ Lodge and the
Buttery.

FOCUS EXCHANGE
Do bring along spare copies of your FOCUS
newsletters, tabloids, members’ newsletters etc for
the Exchange table in the exhibition area.

FIRST AID
In case of emergency please report to the Porter’s
Lodge near the main entrance to the College.

REFRESHMENTS

BADGES
Conference packs for pre-registered conference
representatives, including your conference badge,
will be available to collect in the registration area.
Please wear your badge at all times while in the
conference centre, and return it to the collection
box when conference concludes.

A buffet lunch will be served between in the
Buttery, off the main concourse. Tea and coffee
will be available for purchase from the Buttery for
the duration of the conference.
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CONFERENCE DIARY
Below is a handy summary of the day which you can use to plan when you need to be in the hall, when
you can attend training and which of the fringes you can fit in. Details of all the events are included in the
relevant section of the agenda.
Wolfson Hall
1000 Welcome to Conference:
Julian Huppert MP
1015 MOTION A: Celebrating
EU citizenship

Breakout (outside Wolfson Hall)

Catering area

1015-1115
Campaigns clinic

1100 PARTY BUSINESS:
MEP’s report
1115-1130
Regional Treasurer’s Q&A
1130 BUSINESS REPORTS:
Regional officer reports
1145 PARTY BUSINESS:
MPs’ and Peers’ reports
1205 AWARDS

1130-1200
MEP’s Q&A

1220 KEYNOTE SPEECH:
Rt Hon Ed Davey MP,
Secretary of State for
Energy & Climate Change

1300 LUNCH

1300-1330
Regional Chair’s Q&A

1400 MOTION B: Anti-bullying
support in schools
1420 MOTION C: Israel

1400-1430
MPs’ Q&A

1440 PRESENTATION:
Campaign 2014
1455 EMERGENCY MOTION
1515 QUESTION TIME
With an invited panel

1555 Thanks and close of
Conference

1430-1500
Peers’ Q&A

1300-1400
Soapbox
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Bevin Room

Tizard Room

Cockcroft Room

Seminar Room 1

TRAINING 1015-1130
T1 Tips and tactics
for successful
fundraising
Sue Evans

T2 Towards a
paperless polling day
Cllr James Wright and
Cllr Richard Smith

Connect drop-in
Former organiser Chris Wiggin
is offering a Connect drop-in
service during the day in the
Marketplace area.

T3 Getting your
campaign messages
right
Cllr Neil Fawcett

T4 Achieving a
diverse membership
Cllr Lucy Nethsingha

1130-1300
F1 Liberal Youth AGM
Liberal Youth
East of England

1130-1300
F2 Encouraging
diversity: drop-in
session
Cllr Lucy Nethsingha

1300-1400
F5 Policy
Consultation: public
services
Regional Policy
Committee

1300-1400
F6 Policy
Consultation:
Manifesto 2015
Regional Policy
Committee

Solving your fundraising problems
Regional fundraiser Sue Evans will be
available in the Marketplace area from
11:45 onwards to answer your queries.

1315-1400
F3 The green way
forward to Europe
and Westminster
Green Lib Dems

1315-1400
F4 Education fringe
Liberal Democrats
Education
Association

TRAINING 1400-1515
T5 So you want to be
a parliamentary
candidate?
Cllr Sal Jarvis

T6 Takes no time at
all - what have I got
myself into?
Cllr Catherine Smart
and Cllr Lloyd Harris

T7 Don’t just stick it
on a leaflet - write it
well first
Jon Neal

NOTE: Training session T7
above is standalone but also
complements session T3
‘Getting your campaign
messages right’. Once you
have defined your messages in
session T3, session T7 will help
you to write it effectively.

T8 Getting more
members and helpers
and getting more out
of them
Cllr Neil Fawcett
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CONFERENCE AGENDA
Session Chair: Paul Clark
Session Aide: Gill Collings

10:00 Welcome to Conference: Julian Huppert MP
Session Chair: Catherine Smart
Session Aide: Lloyd Harris

10:15 MOTION A: Celebrating European citizenship
Submitted by: Jo Hayes, Linda Jack
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22

A. Conference believes that:
1. The UK must make the most of its membership of the European Union to promote a stronger
economy, a fairer society and opportunities for everyone to succeed.
2. (a) Talk of the UK leaving the EU irresponsibly discourages investment in the real UK economy
needed to increase productivity upon which jobs depend.
(b) In view of the City of London’s role in creating the ongoing financial crisis, the muchpublicised opinions of City figures who advocate leaving the EU but are muted on the benefits to
the City of being the EU’s foremost financial centre should be treated sceptically.
(c) Going it alone in the world is a risky and imprudent economic strategy; the UK should instead
continue to harness the EU’s great bargaining power in negotiations with other countries and
regions of the world, including the so-called BRIC countries (Brazil, Russia, India and China).
(d) In particular, the UK should welcome the current talks between the EU and the USA as a
historic opportunity to create a single market by dismantling barriers to trade and thus promote
prosperity among the 819 million citizens of the EU and the USA.
3. UK citizens should celebrate EU citizenship for its many benefits, including:
(a) Entitling everyone to the protection of the EU Charter of Fundamental Rights against being
treated unfairly by public authorities anywhere in the EU.
(b) Giving everyone who can benefit from it the opportunity to study at universities and similar
institutions throughout the EU.
(c) Assuring to UK citizens the right, which millions of us exercise, to travel, reside, work or set up
business freely in any of the other EU member states and receive consumer protections, social
security and medical help there.

23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36

B. Conference recognises that:
4. The East of England benefits from EU regional development funding, such as improved rail
freight facilities to shift freight traffic off the region's roads and on to rail.
5. The EU is the best hope of security against:
(a) International instability arising from many causes, notably an undemocratic Russian
Federation with expansionist intentions, turmoil in the Middle East and North Africa, and a
resources-hungry China making inroads in developing countries.
(b) International crime and terrorism which EU measures such as police co-operation and the
European Arrest Warrant help to combat.
(c) Cross-border threats such as chemical pollution of the air, rivers and seas, loss of wildlife
species caused by destruction of habitats, use of harmful agricultural and industrial chemicals
and failure to deal responsibly with waste, exhaustion of fish stocks through a fishing free-for-all
in international waters, and energy insecurity thanks to dependence on imported oil and gas from
unstable regions.

37
38
39
40

C. Conference therefore resolves to campaign in the forthcoming European Parliamentary election
to
1 Communicate these messages across the East of England;
2 Remind all who want to stay in the EU and retain the above benefits that a low turnout at
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41
42
43
44
45

elections can mean a volatile and unpredictable result, which serves to increase the importance
and value of their vote and urge them to be sure to vote for the party that defends Britain's
interests within the EU - the Liberal Democrats;
3 Where appropriate build alliances with those who share our objectives, including those parties
who belong to the ALDE Group within the European Parliament.
Proposer: Jo Hayes
Summator: Linda Jack
Separate vote: there will be a separate vote on lines 12-14.

Session Chair: Rabi Martins
Session Aide: Jon Whitehouse

11:00 PARTY BUSINESS: MEP’s Report
To receive the report of the Liberal Democrat member of the European Parliament for the East of
England
Proposer: Andrew Duff MEP

11:30 BUSINESS REPORTS
Chair’s report
To receive the report of the Regional Chair.
Proposer: Stephen Robinson, Regional Chair

Treasurer’s report
To approve the treasurer's report, the levy on local parties for the European election, and the budget
for 2014.
Proposer: Lloyd Harris, Regional Treasurer

11:45 PARTY BUSINESS
House of Commons Report
To receive the report of the members of the House of Commons in the East of England
Proposer: Simon Wright MP

House of Lords Report
To receive the report of the members of the House of Lords in the East of England
Proposer: Baroness Brinton
Session Chair: Kate Sayer
Session Aide: Richard Carden

12:05 PARTY BUSINESS: awards
12:20 SPEECH: Rt Hon Ed Davey MP
Secretary of State for Energy & Climate Change
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13:00 LUNCH
Session Chair: David Grace
Session Aide: Theresa Higgins

14:00 MOTION B: Anti-bullying support in schools
Submitted by Baroness Brinton, Belinda Brooks-Gordon
1
2
3

Conference notes that 69% of pupils report that they are affected by bullying for short periods of
their lives, often at school, and that some schools have good strategies for dealing with bullying,
focusing on both the pupil that is bullied, as well as the bully.

4
5
6

Conference further notes that around 16,000 pupils in England are so severely bullied each year that
they cannot face going to school but are not offered any appropriate alternative provision, and
around 20 kill themselves because of the bullying.

7
8
9

Conference is concerned that there is little or no alternative school provision for bullied pupils, and
some are sent to Pupil Referral Units, where pupils with emotional and behavioural problems which
may include bullying are also sent.

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21

Conference believes that
1 A pupil who is severely bullied and cannot attend school should have fast track access to Pupil
and Adolescent Mental Health support.
2 If they have missed school for three months, they should be given a time limited statement of
special needs, and sent to alternative provision designed specifically for bullied pupils, who have
a track record of helping them and getting them back into mainstream education.
3 Local Authorities in the East of England should work together to commission alternative
provision,whether in a school or virtual setting.
4 That school should be required to account for these pupils as soon as they are out of school,
and ensure that they have the right support, including a statement if necessary. The school’s
funding for the pupil must either follow the pupil, or be forwarded to the local authority, if they
are making alternative provision for the pupil.
Proposer: Baroness Brinton
Summator: Belinda Brooks-Gordon

14:20 MOTION C: Israel
Submitted by: Bob Russell MP, Andrew Sosin
1
2
3
4

Conference condemns the refusal of the Government of Israel to comply with international law, the
Geneva Convention and United Nations resolutions in respect of its treatment of Palestinians; and
calls on Liberal Democrats to press the British Government to request the European Union to cease
favourable trading arrangements between the EU and Israel.
Proposer: Bob Russell MP
Summator: Andrew Sosin

Session Chair: Sal Jarvis
Session Aide: Gill Collings

14:40 PRESENTATION: CAMPAIGN 2014
Ian Horner, Campaigns Officer, East of England Liberal Democrats

11

14:55 EMERGENCY MOTION: A14
Submitted by Peter Chivall, Nick Sandford
1
2
3
4
5
6
7

This Conference notes the recent consultation on the proposals for the A14 between Huntingdon
and Cambridge, at a total cost of £1,500 million and largely financed by tolls, but that many of those
adversely affected by the upgrade, have NOT been included in the Exhibitions and Consultations
from September 9th to October 13th 2013, and that these proposals are similar to those current
before 2010 which were abandoned by the Coalition Government in its Emergency Financial Review
and that survey information from Uktrafficdata showed little or no growth in traffic along the route
from 2000 to 2012. In particular, HGV traffic showed a small decline over the period.

8
9
10
11

Conference welcomes the fact that under the priority Targeted Improvement and Pinch Point
Programme, improvements will go ahead at the Girton Interchange and also work currently under
way to strengthen the Huntingdon railway viaduct at a cost of nearly £8 million thus allowing an
extended life with existing traffic flows.

12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20

Conference therefore:
1. Calls upon the Highways Agency to
(a) undertake consultations with residents of Peterborough and northern Huntingdonshire, based
on actual traffic data, of the options for essential improvements to the A14, and
(b) seriously examine alternatives to growth of traffic on the A14 by improving public transport by
both road and rail between Cambridge and the north and west; and
2. Asks that the Regional Executive and Cambridgeshire County Coordinating Committee give
urgent consideration to agreeing a common position between Liberal Democrat MPs, councillors
and local parties likely to be affected by the A14 proposals.
Proposer: Peter Chivall
Summator: Nick Sandford

Session Chair: Stephen Robinson

15:15 QUESTION TIME: with an invited panel
15:55 Thanks and close of conference
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YOUR FRINGE AND TRAINING GUIDE
FRINGE MEETINGS
F1 Liberal Youth East of England AGM
1130-1300, Cockcroft Room
For the first time ever, we will be debating the
powers and the role of East of England Liberal
Youth and what the way forward for our branch is.
This will also be your chance to raise any issues
with and hold the Chair of East of England Liberal
Youth to account. All members welcome to attend.
Members of Liberal Youth are Liberal Democrats
aged under 26 or still in education.
F2 Encouraging diversity: drop-in session
1130-1300, Seminar Room 1
Meet others interested in increasing diversity in
politics, in a child-friendly space: refreshments,
colouring pens and games available! Come and
chat to Lucy Nethsingha about how we can make
our party a more diverse and welcoming one.
F3 The green way forward to Europe and
Westminster: harnessing our environmental
credentials in the coming election campaigns
and manifestos
1315-1400, Bevin Room
Three GLD representatives will give short
addresses aimed at stimulating debate, followed by
an opportunity to put your views or ask questions.
Contributions to the meeting should not exceed
two minutes. You are encouraged to email an
outline in advance, and | or leave ideas on paper at
the end of the meeting or email them in afterwards.
[If submitting a document in excess of 400 words,
please add a précis of not more than 150 words].
A report of the meeting will be submitted to the
GLD vice chair (policy).
Submissions or questions about the meeting to
steve.bolter@greenlibdems.org.uk please.
F4 Liberal Democrats Education Association
1315-1400, Tizard Room

F5 Policy consultation: public services
1300-1400, Cockcroft Room
A Federal Party working group is preparing policy
on public services for a consultation at Spring
Conference (March 2014) and report and motion in
the Autumn. This session provides an early
opportunity to influence their work.
Public services are critical in meeting society’s
needs. When they fail, first the poorest and most
vulnerable suffer and ultimately all society. Liberal
Democrats must formulate policies to prevent this.
What should be the broad principles for the party’s
commitments ? We need to address
Ÿ Accessibility, responsiveness and fairness –
ensuring access for all who rely on public
services;
Ÿ Quality – ensuring standards meet expectations
and enable innovation;
Ÿ Value for money and cost of delivery – ensuring
services are affordable for government and
efficient without compromising on quality or
accessibility;
Ÿ Putting decisions in the hands of users –
ensuring users have an appropriate level of
genuine choice wherever practicable and
equitable;
Ÿ Local control – ensuring local authorities and
communities have adequate influence;
Ÿ Transparency and accountability – ensuring
public insight into how services are run;
Ÿ Integration – ensuring different services meet
needs in a ‘joined up’ way.
The working group will consider healthcare,
schools, public transport and local community
services, review current legislation including recent
NHS reforms, consider what changes to
recommend and cost their proposals.
What is the distinctive Liberal Democrat approach
to public services? How can the party develop a
coherent message which can be communicated
effectively to the public?
F6 Policy consultation: manifesto 2015
1300-1400, Cockcroft Room
The party has already started work on the
manifesto for the General Election 2015. This is a
chance to hear about progress from Julian Huppert
MP and Cllr Julie Smith, members of the working
group preparing the manifesto. They also want to
hear your ideas for the manifesto. Take this
chance to influence the messages we want to give
the electorate at the end of the coalition.
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TRAINING
MORNING (1015-1130)
T1 Tips and tactics for successful
fundraising
Sue Evans
1015-1130, Bevin Room
The session will cover:
Ÿ How to find new, substantial donors (business
and individuals)
Ÿ How to get to the stage of asking for a donation
Ÿ Maximising income from events
Appointing a balanced team to carry out these
tasks
T2 Towards a paperless polling day
Cllr James Wright and Cllr Richard Smith
1015-1130, Tizard Room
How to run an effective polling day that gets as
many of our voters as possible to the ballot box on
the day, using the range of new technologies
available to us and mindful of maximising our
volunteer effort. This session will give you an
insight into how activists can make full use of
Connect on polling day, and will look at using
MiniVAN, virtual phone banks and mobile phones
as part of our GOTV operation. It will also cover
how to prepare for those technological hiccups.
T3 Getting your campaign messages right
Cllr Neil Fawcett
1015-1130, Cockcroft Room
How to identify and develop effective and simple
messages for the key groups of voters in your area.
T4 Achieving a diverse membership
Cllr Lucy Nethsingha
1015-1130, Seminar Room 1
This session will focus on how local parties can
ensure they present an open door to all sections of
society, and (with a bit of luck) increase their
membership and number of activists.

AFTERNOON (1400-1515)
T5 So you want to be a parliamentary
candidate?
Cllr Sal Jarvis
1400-1515, Bevin Room
An introduction to the process of becoming a
parliamentary candidate – everyone welcome
even if you have no immediate plans. The
session will give you an understanding of the
assessment day for parliamentary candidates as
well as giving you the chance to think about the
skills you'll need to develop.
T6 Takes no time at all - what have I got
myself into?
Cllr Catherine Smart and Cllr Lloyd Harris
1400-1515, Tizard Room
A training session on the roles and responsibilities
of local party officers. This will be of particular
interest to new officers and those contemplating
standing but the attendance of experienced
officers to help the discussion would be welcome.
T7 Don’t just stick it on a leaflet - write it
well first
Jon Neal
1400-1515, Cockcroft Room
Getting your written message across online, on
leaflets and in press releases.
T8 Getting more members and helpers and
getting more out of them
Cllr Neil Fawcett
1400-1515, Seminar Room 1
We'll look at effective ways to recruit more
members and helpers including how to use
Connect to identify potential recruits. We'll also
look at ways to keep them involved and get more
out of them..
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REPORTS TO CONFERENCE
HOUSE OF COMMONS
Julian Huppert, MP for Cambridge
It’s been a busy year, as ever. Politically the highlight has been working with Nick Clegg to kill off the
Snoopers’ Charter - the Communications Data Bill - that would have allowed the state to monitor every
website you visit, and everything you do on Facebook or Google. I’m pleased that Lib Dems were able to
stop this from happening - despite pressure from both other parties. I’ve also been campaigning for more
support for cycling - and held a very well attended debate in Parliament on this, passing a motion
supporting the ‘Get Britain Cycling’ report I chaired. Finally, efforts to stop military intervention in Syria
have, at the time of writing, been successful.
Locally, we've kept up the campaign work - hiring new staff, knocking on doors, contacting constituents.
I’ve been running a ‘Discovering Cambridge’ competition to celebrate and promote independent shops,
with a different category each month; this has been incredibly popular with constituents. Meanwhile, we
have finally persuaded the government that the gross under-funding of Cambridgeshire schools must end,
an important success for us, as is the progress made on getting our new train station.
So yes, it’s been a busy year but a good one - bring on 2014.

Norman Lamb, MP for North Norfolk
In my first year as Minister of State for Care and Support I have been trying to tackle some really
important issues involving parts of the NHS and care services which do not get the attention they
deserve. As a Liberal Democrat Minister, I am determined to fight for better care.
First mental health. This has always been a neglected area of care. In the first ever Government Mandate
to the NHS - which sets out the Government's priorities - we have given mental health a higher priority
than it has ever had. It makes clear that mental health must be treated as just as important as physical
health. We are developing new standards in crisis mental health which is long overdue. People's
experiences of crisis care around the country are far too variable. I am determined to introduce access
standards - clarity about maximum waiting times - in mental health. It is extraordinary that when the 18
weeks limit on waiting time was introduced by the Labour Government, they left out mental health.
Second, care for older people. As a result of Liberal Democrats in Government, we are, for the first time,
introducing a cap of care costs. This is a big breakthrough. It protects people against catastrophic loss as
a result of conditions like dementia. We are also implementing the biggest reform of care for 60 years. At
the heart of the new system will be the principle of wellbeing. There will be important new rights for carers
and a right to a personal budget giving users of services more control.
We are also introducing tough new corporate accountability so that companies - and NHS trusts - and
directors are held to account, with prosecution in the most serious cases, for failures of care.
In learning disabilities, we are driving through a transformation of care, ending the completely
unacceptable institutionalisation of many people who should be able to live, with support, in their own
communities. We must ensure that something good comes from the scandal of abuse at Winterbourne
View.
Finally, I am leading the charge to introduce integrated, joined up care across the NHS and care services.
We need to make a fundamental shift away from fragmented care to integrated care. Part of this is a much
greater focus on preventing ill health and preventing a deterioration of health. I will be announcing 15
pioneer areas around the country this Autumn where they will really push the boundaries of integrated
care.
I am really proud of what Liberal Democrats are achieving in Government. It isn't easy but its worthwhile and an enormous privilege.
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Sir Bob Russell, MP for Colchester
We are now in the final third of this Parliament – as Liberal Democrats, we should be proud that in the
aftermath of the 2010 General Election we put Country before Party. It has not been easy nor, at the
moment, electorally beneficial. Many of our hard-working Councillors have lost their seats because of our
Party’s partnership in a Coalition Government making extremely difficult decisions.
We have helped, as the junior members in Government, to restore our country’s finances from the woeful
position we inherited from the last Labour Government which had taken Britain to the brink of bankruptcy.
We must continue to remind people of this. And we must, through Focus leaflets and the like, report the
positive things which Liberal Democrats have achieved in Government.
It is easier to be in opposition! I know, I have experienced both (as an MP and, prior to that, as a
councillor). I continue to have a very demanding workload both in Westminster and in the constituency.
By the end of the year I will have held 80 advice bureaux representing around 1,000 individual
appointments with constituents.
As ever, I am grateful to Party activists in Colchester and across the East of England for all that they do
for our Party.

Simon Wright, MP for Norwich South
Over the past year, my work in Norwich South and in Westminster has focused on job creation, education,
environmental issues, and transport.
My work as the Lib Dem member of the House of Commons Environmental Audit select Committee has
included reports into: Pollinators and pesticides; Wildlife crime; and Protecting the Arctic. I was a member
of the green jobs and green growth working group, whose paper was debated at the recent conference in
Glasgow.
As Parliamentary Private Secretary to the Schools Minister David Laws MP, I work to support the Lib Dem
efforts in government to ensure that all children can reach their potential. I’m proud of our party’s
achievements in expanding early years childcare, the Pupil Premium, and our commitment for free school
meals for five to seven year olds from next September.
We must improve transport links in the region. I’ve had regular meetings with Ministers, the Highways
Agency, Network Rail, and rail providers to progress issues such as dualling the A11, delivering better
cycle infrastructure, and improving our rail system.
I’ve been active in a number of cross-party parliamentary groups, including as Secretary of the Green
Deal group; and Vice-Chair of the Nuisance Calls Campaign group.

HOUSE OF LORDS
The last twelve months have been very busy for the Eastern region team in the House of Lords. We have
been working hard to ensure that Liberal Democrat values are reflected in the government’s legislative
programme, and promoted in all that we do in the Lords.
I am extremely proud to report that the Defamation Bill, which reforms the laws of libel and which I
promoted in the Ministry of Justice, has received Royal Assent. I am now in the process of working within
the department to being these changes to the law into effect.
I have also piloted the Offender Rehabilitation Bill through the House of Lords. Prisoner rehabilitation has
long been at the heart of Liberal Democrat plans to tackle reoffending. The bill transforms the way
offenders are rehabilitated, ensuring support for all offenders leaving prison and ensuring that offenders
are given targeted support to help them turn their lives around.
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Within the Ministry of Justice a number of key reforms of the criminal justice system are underway to
improve how the system operates and to make the system more efficient. There have been a number of
strategies and consultations within the last twelve months, including on legal aid, judicial review,
transforming rehabilitation, and the wider criminal justice system.
Over the past year Shirley Williams continued her work on nuclear proliferation. She has attended several
conferences, both in the UK and in the USA with various organisations such as Nuclear Threat Initiative.
She has also worked with Danny Alexander on the Trident Alternatives Review.
Shirley was instrumental in achieving changes to regulations relating to procurement, patient choice and
competition, which were consequential on the Health and Social Care Act. Shirley worked with the
Department of Heath to ensure that the regulations reflected commitments made when the Act was
debated in the Lords.
Shirley has continued her work on the representation of women both in the party and in parliament, and
has visited several schools across the country to discuss her work and parliament, and to encourage
young people into politics.
In May, Ros Scott became Chair of the Lords EU Scrutiny committee D, which deals with energy,
environment, agriculture and fisheries. Since then, the Committee has reported on reform to the
Common Fisheries Policy and is currently looking at the Common Agricultural Policy. The next major
inquiry is to be on food waste. Ros has spoken in debates on volunteering, women on boards, high speed
rail and Cyprus and secured time for a debate on rail investment in our region.
Sal Brinton has had a busy year. She led a debate in the Lords on the economy and skills in June, as well
as asking a number of education and skills questions during the year. She led the opposition to the Toryled proposals for employee shareholders in the Enterprise and Regulatory Reform Bill, which proposed
reducing employees rights in return for early stage shares in a new company, winning some important
safety provisions for employees, including legal advice paid for by the employer. She is proudest, though,
of being in the Same Sex Marriage Bill team, and tweeted about Lib Dem contributions as the various
debates proceeded.
Raj Loomba secured a debate in the Lords on the challenges faced by women across the globe,
particularly in developing countries. Raj highlighted the role of the millennium development goals in
pressurising countries into ensuring better access to education for female children, and called for the next
series of MDGs to look at the obstacles to equality more comprehensively. Raj also spoke about racism
and sexism in the UK, and in particular in politics. The debate was supported by several Lib Dem
colleagues, including Qurban Hussain.
Qurban used Raj’s debate to bring to light his experiences in recent visits to Sudan, South Sudan and
Ethiopia. He spoke about critical inequalities in Sudan such as women’s access to education and
healthcare. He also spoke of how rape, domestic violence and forced marriages are daily occurrences
faced by women in South Sudan. Qurban also used the Queen’s Speech debates to praise the work of
DfID in tackling such issues and reducing poverty around the world.
Qurban has continued his work outside of parliament, engaging with ethnic minority communities across
the UK. He frequently speaks at events right across the country, tackling difficult subjects as well as
engaging with people about the work of Liberal Democrats in Government.
Andrew Phillips spoke during the recent recall of parliament about the use of chemical weapons in Syria.
He expressed concerns about the legality of unilateral action. Andrew has also used many questions and
debates in the Lords to continue his longstanding support and campaign for citizenship education,
fighting to achieve an acceptable level of school-leaving knowledge, understanding and competence in
order for young people to become active, engaged citizens.
Tom McNally
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REGIONAL CHAIR
Sal Jarvis (to 30 August 2013)
Stephen Robinson (from 6 September 2013)
During my time as Chair, we have tried to be more focused at Regional Executive meetings, and have
concentrated on one area of regional activity at each meeting. I hope this has concentrated minds on
what we are trying to achieve.
One area which has emerged as possibly requiring more attention is supporting our County Coordinating
Committees better, in order to deliver our political objectives.
Since this report a year ago, we have selected our European Parliamentary Candidates and are gearing up
for the contest on 22 May 2014. We have also fought the May county council elections and we did better
than in the local elections of 2011 and 2012. We emerged with a key role in running Cambridgeshire and
Norfolk.
With considerable regret, I had to resign as Regional Chair, on appointment to a demanding job at the
University of Hertfordshire. I have enjoyed my time as Chair of East of England, and enjoyed working with
our members.
Sal Jarvis

I want to start by paying tribute to Sal's enormous contribution to this Region, across the years since we
formed the Region more than 10 years ago. As Regional Candidates’ Chair, English Candidates ‘Chair,
Regional Chair and elsewhere, she brought good humour, enthusiasm and determination, and is a hard
act to follow.
Shortly after being elected, we were off to conference in Glasgow. There I attended a long series of
meetings on behalf of the regional party – from an hour after arriving on Saturday until just before the
Leader’s speech on Wednesday. For the first time in a long time the media actually reported it correctly –
that we had a good conference, with real political debates.
At the Regional Executive meeting after conference I said that the Region needs to concentrate on
recruitment and development of members. If we do not grow our membership we will run ourselves
ragged and fail to achieve our real potential – a greater role in the Government of Britain.
One consequence of falling membership has been the necessity to review the areas covered by some
local parties. The review process is almost complete. We will return to the topic of membership
development at our next meeting.
If any member in the Region is willing to help with recruitment and development of members or
communications (written and electronic) – or in any other way – will they please get in touch.
I look forward to working with you all to build the party in the East of England and particularly in the run
up to the 22 May 2014 and 2015 elections.
Stephen Robinson
chair@eastlibdems.org.uk
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REGIONAL TREASURER
Lloyd Harris
2012 accounts
A big thank you to Allan Witherick for his work as the 2012 regional treasurer. The 2012 accounts were
accepted by the regional executive and submitted to the Electoral Commission and are now available to
public inspection via the Electoral Commission’s website. The format of the accounts follows the new
Electoral Commission format, which we now have to use. We had one branch in 2012, Hertsmere, whose
figures are included in the accounts.
About half of our income comes from a service fee from the English Party, which is a percentage of
membership subscriptions paid in our region. Donations and fundraising together with fees charged to
local parties to participate in our members’ newsletter service made up the majority of our remaining
income.
Our largest expenditure was our two members of staff, without whom we wouldn’t be able to function.
Other larger costs were grants to local parties, regional conference (included in fundraising costs) and
costs associated with the members’ newsletter service.

2013 figures
The regional executive and regional management committees are presented with management accounts
at every meeting so they can scrutinise the region’s finances.
As at the end of August our reserves were just over £41,000. Most of this money is being saved for the
European elections next year. Just under £3,000 of these reserves belongs to our three regional
branches: Hertsmere, Maldon and West Suffolk.

2014 budget
The budget enclosed includes for purposes of comparison the budget passed at regional conference last
year. We plan to spend every penny we can muster on electing at least one MEP next year.

Levy on local parties
As in previous European elections it will be necessary again to ask regional conference to pass a levy on
local parties. The executive and management committee has agreed to keep this as low as possible.
It will be based on membership numbers released by HQ for this year’s AGMs. The levy proposed is
exactly the same rate as for the 2009 and 2004 European elections - £3 per member; this will raise about
£13,000. This will make us one of the lowest levy rates amongst the English Regions. Thanks to our
planned fundraising and regular standing order donation income we have managed to keep the levy at a
low rate.

Finally
Thank you to the many volunteer treasurers in local parties and branches - our region is doing very well in
keeping up with all the paperwork necessary to comply with the requirements of the law and the Electoral
Commission. As a result the chasing I need to do to keep things up to date is minimal.

Motion to conference
1.
2.
3.

Conference approves the treasurer’s report and accounts.
Conference approves a one off levy on local party at £3 per member to fund the 2014 European
election campaign.
Conference approves the 2014 budget.
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East of England Region Liberal Democrats Statement of Accounts
Statement date: 31 December 2012
Administrative information
Registered address: 8-10 Great George Street, London SW1P 3AE
Responsible officers: For the purposes of the Political Parties Elections Referendums Act 2000, the
responsible officers are:
Chair: Sal Jarvis
Treasurer: Allan Witherick

Political activities
Overview of political activities
The region was not responsible for any election campaigning other than in its only branch.
Branches
The region has one branch and all income received and expenditure incurred by the branch has been
included in these accounts.

Financial activities
Income overview
Increased fundraising to build reserves for future campaigning led to greater income being received than in
the previous year.
Expenditure overview
Grants for campaigning and an adjustment led to higher costs in these accounts compared to last year.
Balance sheet overview
Reserves continue to grow building a fighting fund for future election costs.

Accounting notes
The financial statements have been prepared in accordance with applicable accounting standards and
guidance issued by the Electoral Commission.
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Income and Expenditure Account
Note

2012
£

2011
£

Income
Membership
Affiliations
Donations
Branch income
Fundraising income
Investment income
Transfers in
Property and rental income/office services
Miscellaneous

1

28,350.50
10,697.61
486.08
9,250.00
13.45
1,067.00
5,626.77

28,670.00
6,338.00
54.00
6,617.00
4.00
533.00
4,605.00

55,491.41

46,821.00

4,196.49
484.38
21,919,89
5,000.00
244.80
6,410.57
122.97
6,765.00
-

2,355.00
19,173.00
1,050.00
245.00
4,218.00
4.00
17.00
4,038.00
-

Total expenditure

45,144.10

31,100.00

Excess of income over expenditure after taxation

10,347.31

15,721.00

2
3
4
5
6
7

Total income

Expenditure
Premises
Office and administration costs
Branch expenditure
Staff costs
Transfers out
Campaigning costs
Fundraising costs
Financing charges and taxation
Depreciation
Miscellaneous
Profit/loss on disposal of assets

3
8
6
4
9
7
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Balance Sheet
Note

2012
£

2011
£

Fixed assets
Property
Fixtures and fittings
Office equipment
Investment property
Other investments

-

-

Total fixed assets

-

-

45,176.88
2,577.50

29.570.00
2,768.00

47,754.38

32,338.00

7,660.07
-

2,591.00
-

7,660.07

2,591.00

40,094.31

29,747.00

29,747.00
10,347.31

14,026.00
15,721.00

40,094.31

29,747.00

-

-

40,094.31

29,747.00

Current assets
Cash in hand and at bank
Stock
Debtors and prepayments
Total current assets

5
10

Liabilities
Creditors and accruals
Loans outstanding
Total liabilities
Total net assets (liabilities)
Reserves
Accumulated fund at start of year
Deficit/surplus
Accumulated fund at end of year
Asset revaluation reserve
Other funds
Total reserves

Chair

....................................................................

Date ..........................................................................

Treasurer ....................................................................

Date ..........................................................................
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Notes to the Accounts
1. Membership
Membership fees received via/paid to the central party
Total

2. Donations
Cash donations
Total

2012
£

2011
£

28,350.50

28,670.07

28,350.50

28,670.07

2012
£

2011
£

10,697.61

6,311.15

10,697.61

6,311.15

During the year the unit had donations totalling £0 that were reportable to the Electoral Commission.
The total donation figure above (£10,698) is greater than this because of donations received that were
below the PPERA reporting threshold.
3. Branch income and expenditure

Maldon
Hertsmere

Total

Income
£

2012
Expenditure
£

Income
£

2011
Expenditure
£

486.08

484.38

54.00
-

-

486.08

484.38

54.00

-

4. Fundraising income and expenditure
A number of fundraising events were held throughout the year. Income was £9,250 as opposed to last
year’s income of £6,617. Expenditure was £6,411 as opposed to last year’s expenditure of £4,218.
5. Investment income
2012
Balance at
end of year
Bank accounts
Total

2011
Balance at
end of year

£

Interest
received
in year
£

£

Interest
received
in year
£

45,176.88

13.45

29,570.00

4.00

45,176.88

13.45

29,570.00

4.00

6. Transfers
Transfer from/to

English Liberal Democrats
Grants for Police Commissioner election campaigning

Total

Incoming
£

Amount
Outgoing
£

1,067.00
-

5,000.00

1,067.00

5,000.00
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7. Miscellaneous income and expenditure

Training
Training costs
Newsletter scheme
Newsletter scheme costs
Inclusion of branch assets
Bad debts
Prior year adjustment

Total

Income
£

2012
Expenditure
£

Income
£

2011
Expenditure
£

400.00
4,396.59
830.18
-

374.00
3,144.88
250.00
2,996.12

906.00
4,169.55
-

1,419.00
2,619.00
-

5,626.77

6,765.00

5,075.55

4,038.00

8. Salary costs

Salary costs
Total
Number of staff
Average cost

2012
£

2011
£

21,919.89

19,173.00

21,919,89

19,173.00

2

2

10,959.95

9,586.50

2012
£

2011
£

120.28
2.69

4.00
-

122.97

4.00

2012
£

2011
£

2,577.50
-

2,768.00
-

2,577.50

2,768.00

9. Financing charges and taxation
Bank charges and interest
Taxation
Total

10. Debtors and pre-payments
Debtors
Pre-payments
Total

Consolidation of branches
I confirm that the above Statement of Accounts has been prepared in accordance with guidance issued
by the Electoral Commission and is correct to the best of my knowledge.
In addition I confirm that these accounts have been approved by the Executive Committee of the East of
England Liberal Democrats.
Signature

Position
Date

Registered Treasurer
02/02/2013
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Preliminary Budget 2014 (excluding branches)
2014 budget
£
Income
Bank interest
Fundraising, donations and appeals
Membership service fees
Newsletter scheme
Regional conference
Training

Expenditure
Candidates’ Committee
Campaigns Committee
Conference Committee
Development Committee
- newsletter scheme
- training costs
- other expenses
Management Committee
- staff costs
- fundraising costs
- office, administration and other expenses
Policy Committee

Surplus (deficit) for the year
Reserves
Brought forward from 2013 (estimated)
2014 surplus (deficit)
Closing balance (31 December 2014)

2013 budget
£

100
52,000
26,000
3,000
7,000
500

125
13,975
26,500
3,000
7,500

88,600

51,100

1,000
95,000
5,600

750
5,000
5,500

3,000
1,000
1,000

2,900
900
1,000

24,000
1,000
5,300
500

23,000
1,500
3,650
100

-137,400

44,300

(48,800)

62,000
(48,800)
13,200

6,800
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CONFERENCE STANDING ORDERS
1.

OBJECT

1.1

These Standing Orders govern the
preparation and conduct of the agenda
of the Conferences of the East of
England Region.
These Standing Orders endure until
amended by a two-thirds majority of
representatives voting at a meeting of
the
Conference,
at
which
the
amendment has been notified to the
members at least one week in advance
of the meeting.

1.2

2.

2.1

2.2

2.3

REGIONAL CONFERENCE
COMMITTEE
The Regional Conference committee
shall, subject to the direction of the
Regional Executive to whom it shall
report:
Make all necessary arrangements for the
Regional Conference, or any special
Regional Conference called during its
term of office.
Co-opt such other persons as may be
necessary to enable it to carry out its
duties efficiently.
Prepare all necessary regulations and
timetables in respect of motions,
elections, arrangements of business, the
agenda, the conduct of sessions of the
Regional Conference and all matters
incidental thereto.
In particular it shall:
a)
Timetable
all
constitutional
amendments that have been properly
submitted.
b) Have available for inspection at
Conference, all motions not included, or
composited, in the final agenda.

3.

RULES OF DEBATE AND
CONDUCT OF BUSINESS

3.1

No motion or amendment shall be
discussed unless it has been proposed
and formally seconded.
Representatives shall direct their
speeches to the question under
discussion or to a point of order or to a
personal explanation.
Subject to the right of amendment of the
Conference Committee in the case of
any specific item of business, the
discussion of all motions shall normally
comprise:
3.3.1 Speech of mover of main motion
and any alternative under 3.4
below, five minutes at most.
3.3.2 Speeches of movers of any
amendment: three minutes at
most.
3.3.3 Speeches from the floor: three
minutes at most.
3.3.4 Rights of reply as provided by
SO5: three minutes at most.
The Conference Committee may:
3.4.1 Recognise an amendment as an
alternative option and allow its
proposer the same time as the
speech of the proposer of the
motion.
3.4.2 Take two or more motions
covering the same or associated
subject matter to be debated
simultaneously (along with any

3.2

3.3

3.4

3.5

3.6

3.7

3.8

3.9

amendments to such motions):
such debate shall conclude with
a vote on each motion and
amendment in turn, or between
motions, or amendments or
parts
of
motions
or
amendments, as appropriate.
3.5.1 Each motion will be moved and
any amendment will then be
moved, debated and voted upon
in the order in which they affect
the wording of the motion,
except that the Session Chair
may vary the order of debate to
improve discussion where the
nature or complexity of the
motion make this desirable.
3.5.2 Subject to SO3.4 above, all
amendments shall be decided
before substantive debate on
any motion.
No member shall speak more than once
on any motion or amendment or in any
simultaneous debate under SO3.4 above
except:
3.6.1 To exercise any right of reply
given by these Standing Orders;
3.6.2 By way of explanation;
3.6.3 To move any procedural motion;
3.6.4 On different aspects of a Report
which is discussed in parts;
The Session Chair may, subject to
contrary indication by Conference, allow
any person who is not a Representative
to the Conference to speak in any
debate.
Speakers will be selected by the Session
Chair from those members who indicate
their wish to speak. In choosing
speakers, the Session Chair shall
attempt to provide a balanced debate
between different viewpoints within the
conference. The Session Chair shall also
have regard, in choosing speakers, to
the number of times a particular person
has already been called to speak during
the meeting of Conference.
A motion or amendment once moved
and seconded may only be withdrawn
with the consent of Conference, which
shall be signified without discussion.

4.

PROCEDURAL POINTS

4.1

Subject to SO 7.4 , a person may rise to
a point of personal explanation, but a
personal explanation shall be confined
to some material part of a former speech
by that person at the same meeting
which may have been misunderstood. A
person so rising shall be entitled to be
heard forthwith.
The ruling of the Session Chair on a point
of order or the admissibility of a personal
explanation shall not be open to
discussion and shall only be open to
challenge on a two thirds majority of
those present and voting.
When a motion is under debate only the
following procedural motions shall be
allowed:
4.3.1 That the Session Chair's ruling
be set aside;
4.3.2 To adjourn the debate in motion;
4.3.3 That the question be not put;
4.3.4 That the question be now put;

4.2

4.3

4.3.5

4.4

4.5

4.6

That the motion be referred back
to the mover.
Any such procedural motion, when
moved and formally seconded, shall
immediately become the motion under
discussion unless deferred under S04.6.
When any such procedural motion is
moved and where the Session Chair has
not deferred debate under SO 4.6, only
a higher procedural motion on the list
above may then be moved before such
procedural motion is decided.
Procedural motions 4.3.2 to 4.3.4 may
only be moved without comment by a
representative at the end of another
person's speech.
The mover of any procedural motion
under SO 4.3.1 or SO 4.3.5 may make a
brief speech; the Session Chair in case
SO 4.3.1 and the mover of the motion in
case SO 4.3.5 shall have a brief right of
reply.
Motions SO 4.3.4 and SO 4.3.5 above
shall not be accepted unless the
Session Chair believes that there has
been adequate discussion of the matter
under consideration. If a motion in case
SO 4.3.4 is carried the movers shall have
a right of reply before their motion is
voted on.

5.

RIGHT OF REPLY

5.1

The proposer of a motion shall have a
right of reply at the close of the debate
upon such motion, immediately before it
is put to the vote.
If any amendment is proposed, the
proposer of the motion shall be entitled
to reply at the end of the debate upon
the amendment.
The mover of any amendment shall have
the right of reply immediately before the
proposer of the substantive motion.
The right of reply may be delegated by
the proposer concerned.
A representative exercising a right to
reply shall not introduce new matter to
the debate.

5.2

5.3

5.4
5.5

6.

ACCEPTANCE OF
AMENDMENT

6.1

A representative may, with the consent
of
Conference,
signified
without
discussion,
accept
a
drafting
amendment to the motion which has
been proposed and may also accept any
duly tabled amendment.

7.

VOTING

7.1

On being appointed each representative
shall be issued with a voting card
bearing his or her name. Such voting
cards shall not be transferable.
Names
of
substitutes
for
any
representative shall be notified to the
Regional
Conference
Committee.
Following valid receipt of such
notification, each substitute shall be
issued with a voting card bearing his or
her name and become a representative
for the meeting in question, replacing
the representative so substituted.
All votes shall be taken by a show of
voting cards. The voting shall be
counted by tellers at the request of the

7.2

7.3
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7.4

7.5

Session
Chair,
the
Conference
Committee or 25 members upstanding.
No point of personal explanation may be
raised during a vote. Points of order
raised during a vote shall only be
admissible if they relate to the conduct
of the vote.
The Session Chair's decision and
announcement of the result shall be final.

8.

SUSPENSION OF STANDING
ORDERS

8.1

A representative may during any plenary
Conference move a motion for the
suspension of Standing Orders. The
mover of the motion shall submit the
motion and a brief written statement of
the purpose of the proposed suspension
to the Chair, who shall read them to the
meeting. The Chair shall then (if the
motion is in order) invite the Conference
representatives wishing the motion to be
considered to stand in their places and
show their voting cards. If less than 35
representatives do so the motion shall
not proceed.
If the motion proceeds, the mover may
speak and a representative of the
Conference Committee may reply. The
Chair shall have the discretion whether
to allow other speakers on the motion.
A motion to suspend Standing Orders
shall be carried only if supported by at
least two thirds of the Conference
representatives voting. If the motion is
carried, all Standing Orders shall be
deemed to be still in force, except only
for the purpose set out in the motion.

8.2

8.3

9.

QUORUM

9.1

If there are fewer than 40 representatives
present at any time, any one
representative may demand, and
procure, that discussion of a topic be
deferred.

10. NO SMOKING RULE
10.1 No person attending the meeting may
smoke.

LGA Liberal Democrats
The LGA is the national voice of local government. We
work with councils to support, promote and improve
local government.
The LGA Liberal Democrat Group, elected by all Lib
Dem councillors, works within the LGA for Lib Dem
councillors specifically.
We are here to help you with any queries on party or
coalition policy or any other council issues that you
need advice or support on. We work closely with
ALDC on issues affecting Liberal Democrats in local
government.
Tel 020 7664 3235 email libdem@local.gov.uk.

Rewiring Public Services
The LGA wants to enhance the quality of life of everyone in England by:
Ÿ Rejuvenating democracy and giving back to people real
reasons to participate in civic life and their communities
Ÿ Transforming public services so they prevent problems
instead of just picking up the pieces
Ÿ Boosting economic growth in a way that offers prosperity to every place.

To join the debate and get more information visit
www.local.gov.uk/campaigns

Council Group of the Year
Proud of something your council group has achieved?
Let us know! The LGA Lib Dem Council Group of the Year
awards closing date is 24 February 2014.
Our categories this year are:
« Council Group of the Year
« Opposition Group of the Year
« Boosting the Local Economy Award
« Service Innovation of the Year
« Improvement and efficiency Award
« Green Initiative of the Year

l Cambridge Lib Dems
winning the Green Council
Group award in 2011

To enter email us 500 words outlining why your group should qualify.
It doesn’t matter if you are running the council or are in an opposition
group - all examples are welcome! For submissions and further info
please email libdem@local.gov.uk

www.libdemgroup.lga.gov.uk
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