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ARRIVING BY CAR
By road from the east
KingsGate Centre is close to the A47 where it
enters the city. On passing the village of Eye, take
the left turn onto the A1139 to the junction of
Paston Parkway and Frank Perkins Parkway (A15,
A1139). Take the first exit onto Parnwell Way as far
as the access roundabout for Tesco Distribution
Centre and KingsGate Centre. Turn left at the
roundabout and take the right fork into the
KingsGate Centre.

By road from the south and south east
From the A14 or A1, join the A1(M) to
Peterborough. At Junction 17 take the A1139
Fletton Parkway  which becomes the Frank Perkins
Parkway signposted Wisbech and Sleaford. At the
first roundabout, junction with Paston Parkway
(A15), take the third exit to Parnwell  onto Parnwell
Way as far as the access roundabout for Tesco
Distribution Centre and KingsGate Centre. Turn left
at the roundabout and take the right fork into the
KingsGate Centre.

There is ample parking on site.

ARRIVING BY TRAIN OR BUS
Important note
On Saturday 15 October there will be a bus
substitution service for all train journeys between
Cambridge and Ely.

To Peterborough Station …
From north and south
● From stations in Cambridgeshire, Bedfordshire

and Hertfordshire, trains run by Great Northern
all terminate at Peterborough.

From east and south east
● From stations in Cambridgeshire, Essex and

Suffolk, services via Ely run by Abellio Greater
Anglia, and Cross Country Trains stop at
Peterborough.

● However, services from Essex and Suffolk via
Ipswich only run 2-hourly.

From Norfolk and Lowestoft
● Trains run by Abellio Greater Anglia and East

Midlands Trains run from Norwich via Ely to
Peterborough.

From Kings Lynn and Wisbech by bus
● The X1 service runs East-West approximately

along the A47 but diverts into villages and
terminates at Peterborough Station.

From all the above, cross over at the end of
Station Approach into Queensgate Shopping
Centre. Go down the escalators into the bus
station and look for the stop for the Citi4 bus to
Parnwell.

ARRIVING BY BUS (CITI4)
The KingsGate Centre is adjacent to Parnwell in the
north east of the city. It is served by the Citi4 bus
which leaves the central bus station approximately
every 10 minutes. The stop for KingsGate is in
Parnwell Centre, about 5 minutes’ walk away.
On alighting, go back up the access road to the
access roundabout, cross over Parnwell Way and
take the right fork to enter the KingsGate Centre.

DIRECTIONS TO THE KINGSGATE CENTRE
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CONFERENCE VENUE FLOOR PLAN
The main conference hall is the Seymour Suite, to the left as you enter the building into the Atrium.

Training and fringe events
Training and fringe events will take place in the Lake Room and the Lewis Room. Both can be accessed
from the corridor that extends from the Atrium behind the Seymour Suite.

Exhibition stands and poster displays
These can be found in the Spurgeon Room, on the other side of the Atrium opposite the Seymour Suite.

Refreshments
A welcome coffee or tea, and a sandwich lunch with coffee, tea or juice, all included in your registration
fee, will be served in the Atrium.

NEED ADVICE, GUIDANCE OR INFORMATION? WE’RE HERE TO HELP!
Gill Collings

Conference chair
Stephen Robinson

Regional chair
Lloyd Harris

Regional treasurer
Joye Rosenstiel
Chief steward
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WELCOME TO
CONFERENCE
We look forward very much to
welcoming you to our Regional
Conference at the KingsGate
Centre in Peterborough - an
exciting new venue for us.

We are delighted that Baroness (Lynne)
Featherstone has accepted our invitation to be our
keynote speaker. The day will also include policy
debates, fringe meetings, training, and reports from
our parliamentarians and party officers.

We hope you enjoy the day: please read the
information below so you don’t miss out.

Gill Collings
Regional Conference Chair

DEADLINES
Friday 7 October, 10:00am is the deadline for

· Emergency motions
· Amendments to motions and to the budget
· Questions to the regional chair and treasurer

These should be submitted to the Conference
Office, Inglefield, 119 High Street, Sutton, Ely CB6
2NW, conference@eastlibdems.org.uk

ON-THE-DAY REGISTRATION
You can register for conference on the day, but this
will cost £38 instead of £32 for advance booking.

ELECTIONS
Nominations for regional officers, committees, and
English Council close at 2:00pm on the day of the
conference.   Nomination papers may be
downloaded at www.eastlibdems.org.uk and will
also be available at the conference in the atrium.

FOCUS EXCHANGE
Do bring spare copies of your campaign literature
for the Exchange table in the Spurgeon Room.

DISABILITY ACCESS
Disabled parking spaces are located to the right of
the building.  All rooms are wheelchair accessible,
and there is an induction loop in the Seymour Suite.

In the event of any queries on the day, please ask a
steward or Helper. Stewards will be wearing hi-vis
tabards, and Helpers will have a yellow ‘HELPER’ spot
on their name badge.

CONFERENCE INFORMATION

BADGES
Conference packs, including your conference
badge, will be available to collect at the registration
desk in the atrium.  Please wear your badge at all
times while in the conference centre, and return the
plastic holder to the collection box when
conference concludes.

FIRE EXITS
Each room has a fire exit; fire assembly points are
outside the front of the building to left and right.

COATS
Coats may be left at your own risk in the Murray
Room off the atrium. Neither the Liberal Democrats
nor the KingsGate Centre can accept any
responsibility for loss or damage.

TOILETS
Toilets are situated in the corridors off the atrium to
left and right, and are signposted from the atrium.

REFRESHMENTS
Complimentary tea and coffee will be served on
arrival. Tea, coffee and juice will be provided with
lunch. A sandwich lunch will be served from
12:30pm to 1:30pm in the atrium. Please see the
Conference Update for information about
refreshment arrangements outside these times.

FIRST AID
In case of emergency please report to Reception or
to a member of the venue staff.

WIFI
Free wifi access is available throughout the venue
on both networks, KINGSGATE and KINGSGATE
LEGACY. No password is required.

CASHPOINT
The nearest cashpoint is across the roundabout
from the venue at the Parnwell Centre, Saltersgate.

POSTERS
This year for the first time we have a series of
posters in the Spurgeon Room for you to read and
discuss with the authors (see P16).



CONFERENCE DIARY

Below is a handy summary of the day which you can use to plan when you need to be in the hall, when
you can attend training and which of the fringes you can fit in. Details of all the events are included in the
relevant section of the agenda.

6

10:00 Welcome speech: The Rt Hon Norman Lamb MP, North Norfolk

10:15 Reports from The Rt Hon Norman Lamb MP and our Peers

Questions and answers with Norman and Baroness Smith of Newnham

10:45 Policy Motion A: Next steps following the EU referendum

11:30 Party Business 1: Reports from Regional Chair and Treasurer | Regional party budget

Questions and answers to Regional Chair and Regional Treasurer

12:00 Plenary: Dave Hodgson, Mayor of Bedford - How we won in Bedford

12:30 LUNCH in the Atrium

13:30 Keynote speaker: The Rt Hon the Baroness Featherstone

(followed by Questions and answers with Baroness Featherstone)

14:30 Party Business 2: Constitutional amendment

14:45 Party Business 3: Regional party election feedback (Deputy returning officer)

14:55 Policy Motion B: A low carbon economy for the East of England

15:40 Emergency Motion (deadline for submission Friday 7 October 10:00)

16:00 Close of conference

SEYMOUR SUITE

12:30-13:30
BRIEFING FOR
COUNCILLORS AND
COUNCIL CANDIDATES
Stephen Robinson
and James Lillis
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Do visit the Spurgeon Room during the day to meet
our stand holders, get drop-in advice tailored to
your needs, and read the posters that have been
put together by individual members and party
bodies.

See page 16 for more information.

Stands
● Liberal Democrat Image

For all your campaigning needs
● Green Liberal Democrats

The Green Liberal Democrats seek to promote
the cause of environmentalism within and
outside the Party

● Escaping Hitler: a Jewish Boy’s Quest for
Freedom and his Future
Lib Dem Phyllida Scrivens’ debut book, with
foreword by Shirley Williams

● Returning Officer
Nominations for regional party officer and
committee places close at 2:00pm

● Raffle
Organised by former Colchester MP
Sir Bob Russell

● FOCUS exchange table
Bring examples of your leaflets and literature
to share with campaigners

Drop-in advice
● Treasurers and compliance (13:00-14:30)
● Fundraising
● Connect
● Salesforce

Posters, including
● Winning in Hadleigh

Our recent by-election gain in Suffolk
● Winning in Sutton

A successful campaign in Cambridgeshire
● Unlocking the power of social media to

poll swing voters
Using Twitter data for political polling

● Towards a Universal Basic Income
Designing a workable solution for the UK

● And more …

10.45-12:00
CAMPAIGNING IN YOUR
COMMUNITY
James Lillis

10.45-12:00
FUNDS FOR A TOP
LEVEL CAMPAIGN,
SOON OR LATER
Sue Evans

12:30-13:30
LOCAL COMMUNITIES
WELCOMING
REFUGEES
Julian Huppert

12:30-13:30
CAMPAIGNING ONLINE
WITH PRATER RAINES
Gary Fuller

14:45-15:45
DONATION RULES,
ACCOUNTS AND
COMPLIANCE
Darren Briddock

14:45-15:45
STAKEHOLDER
ENGAGEMENT: AN
ESSENTIAL
COMPETENCE FOR
POLITICAL PARTIES
Richard Joy

LAKE ROOM LEWIS ROOM SPURGEON ROOM



CONFERENCE AGENDA

Session Chair: Gill Collings
Session Aide: Victor Scrivens

10:00 Welcome to Conference
The Rt Hon Norman Lamb, MP for North Norfolk

10:15 BUSINESS REPORTS
MP’s report
To receive the report of The Rt Hon Norman Lamb MP.
Proposer: The Rt Hon Norman Lamb MP

Peers’ reports
To receive the reports of the Liberal Democrat Members in the House of Lords.
Proposer: Baroness Smith of Newnham

Session Chair: Paul Burall
Session Aide: Rosalind Wright

10:45 POLICY MOTION A
Next steps following the EU referendum
Submitted by: Mark Argent and Lucy Nethsingha

The East of England conference:

Notes the
1.  close result in the EU referendum on 23 June;
2.  wealth of misinformation from the Leave campaign;
3.  many and varied views over what ‘leaving the EU’ means for the future.

Believes that
1.  many people voting Leave had legitimate concerns about housing, health and

education services but that these are best addressed by adopting Lib Dem policy in
the UK and are not determined by the EU;

2.  the current settlement that the UK has with the EU, with its various opt-outs,
represents a good deal for the UK.

Resolves to
1.  call on Remain voters to lobby MPs who backed Remain to support continued EU

membership at every opportunity;
2.  support calls for a second referendum, choosing between the current EU

membership and whatever exit deal is negotiated;
3.  call on Parliament to protect the rights of other country EU citizens living in the UK,

whatever the eventual decision on EU membership.

Proposer: Mark Argent
Summator: Lucy Nethsingha

The deadline for receipt of amendments to this motion is Friday 7 October at 10:00am.
Any amendments received and accepted by that deadline will be published in Conference Update,
which will be published online on Thursday 13 October and included in delegates’ packs.
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Session Chair: Belinda Brooks-Gordon
Session Aide: Paul Clark

11:30 PARTY BUSINESS 1
Regional Chair’s report
To approve the report of the Regional Chair.
Proposer: Stephen Robinson

Regional Treasurer’s report
To approve the report of the Regional Treasurer and the Regional budget.
Proposer: Lloyd Harris

12:00 PLENARY: HOW WE WON IN BEDFORD
Dave Hodgson MBE, Mayor of Bedford

12:30 LUNCH

Session Chair: Stephen Robinson
Session Aide: Jo Hayes

13:30 KEYNOTE SPEAKER
The Rt Hon the Baroness Featherstone

Session Chair: Theresa Higgins
Session Aide: Jon James

14:30 PARTY BUSINESS 2
Constitutional amendment
Submitted by: Stephen Robinson and Lloyd Harris

At 5.5 (Committee chairs) insert ‘annually’ between ‘appoint’ and ‘the’.

At Section 5.7 (co-options) delete ‘two’ and insert ‘three’ and at end add ‘such power to
be used to improve the geographic balance or diversity of the committee membership’.

At Section 5.10 (under Elected by the Regional Executive) delete ‘2 members’ insert ‘3
members’.

Note
As amended by the above, the regional party constitution would read as follows:

5.5  The Regional Executive shall appoint annually the Chair and the members of all committees,
subcommittees and working groups set up under the provisions of 5.3 above. The Chair once appointed
shall be responsible for convening meetings.

9
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5.7  All committees, sub-committees and working groups shall have the power to co-opt a maximum of
three further members.

5.10  The membership of the required Committees set out in Article 5.1 is summarised as follows:

Proposer: Stephen Robinson
Summator: Lloyd Harris

The deadline for receipt of amendments to this motion is Friday 7 October at 10:00am.
Any amendments received and accepted by that deadline will be published in Conference Update,
which will be published online on Thursday 13 October and included in delegates’ packs.

14:45 PARTY BUSINESS 3
Regional Party election feedback
Lloyd Harris, Deputy Returning Officer

Session Chair: Lucy Nethsingha
Session Aide: Spencer Hagard

14:55 POLICY MOTION B
A low carbon economy for the East of England
Submitted by: Regional Policy Committee

Recognising the vulnerability to sea level rise of parts of the East of England and the
need to make the economy resilient to climate change, conference applauds the 2015
UNFCCC Paris Agreement on greenhouse gas reduction but regrets that the UK
government has yet to formally ratify the agreement and continues to support the
exploration for fossil fuels while cutting back on incentives for renewable energy.

Committee Elected by Conference Elected by the
Regional Executive

Elected by others

Management 0 All officers, chairs 1 staff representative
Campaigns 3 members 3 members 1 member by Parliamentarians
Candidates Chair, 2 members who

contested Westminster or
European seats within the
past 10 years and 2 other
members

3 members

Conference 4 members 3 members 1 member elected by and from
Policy Committee; 1 member
elected by and from the
Executive of the Local Party in
which the next Regional
Conference is due to take place

Development 3 members 3 members 1 member elected by and from
the Campaigns Committee

Policy 3 members 3 members 3 members elected by principal
councillors in an on-line secret
ballot; 2 members by
Parliamentarians

1
2
3
4
5
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Conference therefore welcomes the report A low carbon economy for the East of
England and, in particular, endorses proposals to:

1.  Reduce the demand for energy by:
A  Insisting on high insulation standards for new housing and the retrofitting of

existing homes;
B Promoting  energy efficiency measures, including the provision of low-interest

loans, repaid through subsequent savings from efficiency gains;
C  Making business expenditure on efficiency measures tax-deductible and

expanding the R&D tax credit into a resilience, research and development
(RR&D) tax credit;

D Encouraging walking and cycling as alternatives to car use for local journeys;
E  Completing the electrification of most of the regional rail network;
F Encouraging the use of ‘green’ vehicles;
G  Encouraging local authorities in their support of low carbon emission buses,

particularly in rural communities.

2. Switch to clean energy by:
A  Introducing an effective carbon tax and reinstating the exemption for

renewably generated electricity from the Climate Change Levy and extending
the exemption to all low carbon generation;

B Promoting renewable energy, especially offshore wind, rooftop solar and
bioreactors;

C  Prioritising investment in ‘smart electrical power’ by utilising flexible
conventional generation technologies; investing in cross-border
interconnectors; encouraging demand-side response schemes to re-distribute
consumption; and investing in the research and development of energy
storage technologies;

D Encouraging local authorities to promote community renewable energy
schemes, including the utilisation of organic waste for energy;

Either (Option A)
E Building new nuclear plants to ensure reliability of electricity supply in the

medium term until efficiency gains and renewables can reliably meet the
needs of society.

Or (Option B)
F Prioritising investment in the development and deployment of renewable

sources and ‘smart energy’ technologies combined with energy efficiency and
conservation measures in place of investing in new nuclear power stations.

3.  Greening food production and reducing waste by:
A  Cutting food waste, including minimising supermarket special offers that

encourage waste and banning the cancellation by large retailers of orders for
food that has already been grown;

B Minimising fertiliser use with accurate application technologies and utilising
fertiliser sourced from anaerobic digesters;

C Requiring local authorities to set up adequate waste food collection systems
and treatment facilities;

D Utilising conservation tillage, crop rotation, the use of cover crops and
residue mulching, and the direct drilling of seed to maximise the amount of
carbon retained in the soil.

Proposer (motion and Option B): Paul Burall
Proposer (Option A): Peter Fane
Summator: Victor Scrivens
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The deadline for receipt of amendments to this motion is Friday 7 October at 10:00am.
Any amendments received and accepted by that deadline will be published in Conference Update,
which will be published online on Thursday 13 October and included in delegates’ packs.

Session Chair: Jon Whitehouse
Session Aide: Catherine Smart

15:40 EMERGENCY MOTION
(Deadline for submission, Friday 7 October, 10:00)

15:55 THANKS AND CLOSE OF CONFERENCE
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OUR SPEAKERS

The Rt Hon The Baroness Featherstone
Lynne is the former MP for Hornsey & Wood Green, and a former Minister in
both the Home Office and the Department for International Development. She
was one of the chief architects of the Marriage (Same Sex Couples) Act 2014.

Lynne was elected to Haringey Council in 1998.  In 2005 she was elected MP
for Hornsey & Wood Green, and held the seat with an increased majority in
2010.  She became a Home Office Minister in May 2010 with responsibility for
Criminal Information and Equalities.

Lynne was appointed Minister in the Department for International Development
in 2012. She launched a campaign to end Female Genital Mutilation within a
generation, and a campaign for disability rights and access in Africa.  In 2014
Lynne returned to the Home Office as Minister of State for Crime Prevention,
championing support for victims of domestic violence.

In 2015 Lynne was appointed to Tim Farron’s team as Spokesperson for
Energy and Climate Change. She joined the House of Lords later that year.

Lynne is also the only Liberal Democrat parliamentarian to have a Ben &
Jerry’s ice cream flavour named after her.

The Rt Hon Norman Lamb MP
Norman is the Member of Parliament for North Norfolk. The son of Hubert
Lamb, a leading climatologist, Norman studied Law at Leicester University and
built a career as a litigation solicitor, ultimately specialising in employment law.

Norman was leader of the Liberal Democrats on Norwich City Council, and first
stood for Parliament in North Norfolk in 1992.  Finally elected in 2001, winning
by just 483 votes, he has built his majority up to 11,626.

Norman became an International Development spokesperson. He then joined
the Treasury Team and was elected to the Treasury Select Committee. In 2005
he was appointed Shadow Secretary of State for Trade and Industry,
championing the case for employee share ownership in Royal Mail. In 2006 he
became Liberal Democrat Shadow Health Secretary.

Following the 2010 election, Norman served as Chief Parliamentary Advisor to
Nick Clegg, then as a junior minister at the Department of Business, Innovation
& Skills, before becoming Minister of State at the Department of Health.

Norman is currently shadow Health spokesperson, a position he has held since
July 2015.  He is a strong champion for the cause of mental health.

Dave Hodgson MBE
Dave is the directly elected mayor of Bedford. Elected to Bedford Borough
Council in 2002, Dave was elected mayor in a by-election in October 2009, and
was then re-elected in 2011 and 2015.

Graduating in Computing & Business, Dave’s career has included IT, lecturing
and running his own secretarial services business. He was appointed MBE in
the Queen’s 2016 Birthday Honours list for services to local government.
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FRINGE AND TRAINING SUMMARY
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FRINGE EVENTS AND TRAINING

10:45-12:00
Campaigning in your
community
This session will look at
skills that enable you to
connect with and
campaign on behalf of
your residents,
including at village or
estate level.  It will
include identifying
issues, devising mini
campaigns, devising
and following up
surveys, and the use of
petitions and street
letters.
James Lillis
Lake Room

Funds for a top-level
campaign, soon or
later
Whether you’re a new
PPC, an MP or Mayor,
going for a Council seat
or on Team Candidate,
your income drive for a
high-impact campaign
starts now. Learn
tactics, techniques and
steps to a bigger
income and wider pool
of donors.
Sue Evans
Lewis Room

12:30-13:30
Local communities
welcoming refugees
An update with Julian
Huppert on the refugee
crisis, and a chance to
share what your local
community is doing to
help and support
refugees, and to hear
the experiences of
others.
Julian Huppert
Lake Room

Campaigning online
with Prater Raines
Not just campaigning
websites but fully
integrated email tools,
automated digest
emails, data imports
from Salesforce and
Connect, live
membership status
checking, donation
acceptance, Facebook
and Twitter integration,
bespoke designs, great
customer support and a
fixed £17 plus VAT per
month fixed fee.
If you are amongst the
hundreds of Lib Dem
local parties and
campaigners using
Prater Raines websites,
come along and learn
how you can get more
out of them. If not, find
out what you are
missing!
Gary Fuller
Lewis Room

14:45-15:45
Donation rules,
accounts and
compliance
A session for local party
officers and agents
covering the rules and
giving demonstrations
of Salesforce, the
campaign tracker,
XERO accounts and the
end of year accounts
system.
Darren Briddock
Lake Room

Stakeholder
engagement: an
essential competence
for political parties
Effective local/regional
government requires
the ability to engage
with the electorate. This
is increasingly true with
the growing emphasis
on devolved decision-
making which requires
local government to
identify and respond to
local needs. In addition,
political parties need
the capability to build
grass-roots enthusiasm
for their values and
policies. This workshop
will look at concepts
and tools that underpin
effective stakeholder
engagement.
Richard Joy
Lewis Room



HOUSE OF COMMONS
The Rt Hon Norman Lamb, MP for North Norfolk

We’ve all heard the joke: the parliamentary party whose entire group of MPs would fit into a single taxi.
But while we may be diminished in number, the Liberal Democrats have been punching above our weight
in 2016, making our voice heard as a liberal, progressive alternative to an increasingly right-wing
Conservative government while the Labour Party indulges in its circus of self-destruction.

As health spokesperson, I’ve been busy holding Jeremy Hunt to account at every opportunity. Speaking
up for patient safety as the Government wages its disastrous war with junior doctors in pursuit of an
uncosted ‘seven-day NHS’.  Leading debates in the Commons to highlight the scandal of shunting people
across the country in the middle of a mental health crisis and exposing the failed implementation of vital
new treatment standards for people suffering from psychosis – which the Lib Dems introduced as a
crucial step towards equality for those who suffer from mental ill health. This was also featured on BBC
television news over the summer.

And now, contending with a Tory Brexit Government which shows no sign of delivering the £350m a week
that was promised for our NHS.

The urgent challenge facing politicians today is to find solutions for how we sustain our cherished health
and care system as it crumbles under intolerable pressure – with devastating consequences for those
forced to wait ever longer for treatment or left to fend for themselves due to a lack of community care.

The bottom line is that the system is in desperate need of more money. That’s why I recently set up an
expert panel to explore the idea of a dedicated NHS and Care Tax, clearly shown on people’s payslips as
a guarantee that this money would not disappear into the black hole of the Treasury.

Partisan politics cannot tackle this existential crisis in the longer-term, however. In January, I presented a
bill to Parliament to create an independent, cross-party Commission to come up with a new settlement for
the NHS and social care which is sustainable for future generations.  After being debated at length in the
House of Commons, my proposal was ultimately opposed by a Conservative Government in denial about
the scale of the crisis and a Labour frontbench determined that they alone have all the answers when it
comes to the NHS.

But we cannot let this be the final word. MPs must be prepared to put aside political differences and work
together in the national interest.

Finally, I was proud to see us adopt a bold and enlightened drugs policy by becoming the first major
political party to support a legalised and regulated cannabis market. The Liberal Democrats pride
ourselves on our rational, evidence-based approach to policymaking, and it’s clear that the ‘war on drugs’
has been a catastrophic failure -including for public health. The strong support from so many people for
my Cannabis Legalisation Bill underlined a growing public appetite for reform of Britain’s outdated drugs
laws, and this is a cause I will continue to champion.  After all, a reforming zeal is in the Liberal DNA.

HOUSE OF LORDS

� Baroness Brinton
� Lord Hussain
� Lord Loomba
� Lord McNally
� Baroness Scott of

Needham Market
� Baroness Smith of

Newnham

REPORTS TO CONFERENCE
15

Baroness Scott of Needham Market reports: “Until May, I continued to be busy
chairing the EU Select Committee on Energy & Environment, scrutinising
government activity, and producing a major report into agricultural resilience in
which we argued for clearer links between public subsidy and outcomes which
more clearly benefit the public. I was also a member of the EU Committee
which focused on the events running up to the referendum. Since May I have
been appointed to a Select Committee looking at the charity sector, the Joint
Statutory Instruments Committee and have been active in the bus services bill.
As always,  I am active in the region, campaigning and speaking at events.”
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Stands

Lib Dem Image
The one-stop shop for
all your campaigning
needs.

Green Lib Dems
The Green Liberal
Democrats seek to
promote the cause of
environmentalism within
and outside the Party.

Escaping Hitler: a
Jewish Boy’s Quest
for Freedom and his
Future
by Phyllida Scrivens,
with foreword by
Shirley Williams
Born to Jewish parents
in Germany in 1924, Joe
Stirling became a
Kindertransport refugee
and later Sheriff of
Norwich. In 1954,
Shirley first stood for
Parliament in Harwich.
Joe, then a Labour
agent, was sent to help.
 In 2015 they met again
after 60 years.
Signed copies £19.50
More information at
escapinghitler.com

Returning Officer
Nominations for
regional party officer
and committee places
close at 2:00pm

RAFFLE!
Organised by former
Colchester MP
Sir Bob Russell -
proceeds to Colchester
Liberal Democrats

FOCUS exchange
Bring examples of your
leaflets and literature to
share with
campaigners.

Drop-in advice

Treasurers and
compliance
With HQ Compliance
Officer Darren Briddock
(13:00-14:30 only)

Fundraising
With party fundraising
expert Sue Evans

Ask an Expert
Jon Whitehouse and
James Wright will be on
hand to answer your
questions about
Connect and PagePlus.

Posters

Winning in Hadleigh
Our recent by-election
gain in Suffolk, on 22
September, in which
Liberal Democrat mayor
Trevor Sheldrick
overturned a
Conservative majority -
and the Tories’ overall
control of Suffolk.
Come and talk to Kathy
Pollard at lunchtime.

Winning in Sutton
A successful campaign
for Sutton in
Cambridgeshire in
February, where Liberal
Democrat Lorna Dupré
gained the county
council seat from the
Tories with over 50 per
cent of the vote in a
four-way contest.

Unlocking the power
of social media to poll
swing voters
Matthew Samson and
Alexsandr Spectre,
Prosociality and Well-
Being Laboratory,
University of Cambridge
Recently there have
been high-profile polling
failures in the UK, such
as the Tories winning a
parliamentary majority
in 2015 and Brexit in
2016. This may reflect
the challenge of finding
groups of survey-takers
who accurately
represent voters. We
are overcoming this
problem by applying
computational methods
to Twitter data to
forecast how millions of
people would respond
to our polls. Our
forecasts are accurate
enough to identify the

Posters

demographics, key
policy concerns and
voting intentions of
swing constituencies at
national and regional
levels. In doing so, we
generate a very large
pool of responses that
may capture voter
sentiments more
accurately than
common polling
methods.
Matthew will be at his
poster between 1:00
and 2:00pm.
Matthew Samson,
mjs268@cam.ac.uk

Towards a Universal
Basic Income
The concept of
replacing much of the
existing welfare system
with a standard
payment to every adult
has many advantages
for society, especially
as automation alters
employment patterns. It
sounds great in theory,
but it is hard to produce
a fair implementation. In
reality, it is likely to be
almost as complex as
the current system.
Much work needs to be
done to design a
workable solution for
the UK. Come and get
involved.
Kim Spence-Jones,
Carella Ridley

There will also be other
posters, including the
various roles of our
regional party
committees.

STANDS AND POSTERS
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REGIONAL CHAIR
Stephen Robinson

If it had not been for the seismic event on 23 June, the year since our last regional conference would have
been very positive. Last December the Regional Executive approved a clear and simple objective of
“maximising the number of Lib Dem councillors elected and contribute to the referendum campaign”.

Working together across the party
To that end, regional officers met with ALDC (the Association of Lib Dem Councillors) and party HQ. We
agreed to pool our staff to work together on that common campaign objective. The first time that different
parts of the party have worked so closely together.

In early 2016 we prepared for the May elections by selecting a candidate for the Police Commissioner
elections in each one of our six counties. This was an improvement on the previous Police election in
2012.

The Police election results were better than some predicted and we gained district council seats around
the region, in particular in Watford. There we regained a majority on the council.

In the referendum campaign Liberal Democrats in this Region and elsewhere were clearly the best
organised on the ground, delivering more leaflets and letters and holding more street stalls than any other
part of the Remain campaign.

The terrible result motivated 20,000 people to join us, matching the 20,000 who joined after the General
Election. In this region, over half of our members have joined since May 2015. You are all very welcome.

Preparation for a possible snap General Election
After David Cameron resigned, we decided that we had to prepare in case of a snap election.

So our Regional Candidates Chair Kate Sayer, her committee members and Returning Officers had to
begin again all their hard work from 2014-15. But now they had only a month to find and select all 58
parliamentary candidates!

We owe Kate and colleagues a huge vote of thanks. They are all volunteers who did a vital job to find
people for each seat.

Our members are the party
Lib Dem members, whether new or long-serving, are the party. As a one member, one vote party, all can
take part. Some newer members have already been selected as candidates.

The county council elections next May are a real opportunity to advance Lib Dem ideas by gaining seats
from the other parties. Our region sent a larger team than any other to the recent Kickstart campaigning
weekend, so we are geared up to do well!

Many new members attended the excellent conference held in Brighton (a record attendance) and many
are at this regional conference too. I hope you are already involved in your local party, but if you want to
know more do please ask. Have a great day!

Stephen Robinson
Regional Chair
chair@eastlibdems.org.uk
www.eastlibdems.org.uk
www.facebook.com/eastofenglandlibdems
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REGIONAL TREASURER
Lloyd Harris

2015 accounts
2015 was quite a year on the financial side. Our staff provided general election support but
beyond that the region had no financial role to play in the general and associated local elections.
Income and expenditure were closely matched so reserves only grew by a small amount.

2016 figures
This year we spent our spending on the EU referendum was supported by donations received for
that campaign.

Now we know Brexit means Brexit but not much else a decision will need to be made on whether
we continue to reserve money for European campaigning as we are currently doing with a
reserve of about £12,000 at present.

2017 budget
This budget shows little change to the 2016 budget once the referendum campaign spending is
removed. The main change was the reduction in staff costs following a staffing review. The
budget figure is higher than the present cost to allow for any increases in employment costs and
pay reviews.

Finally
Thank you to the many volunteer treasurers in local parties and branches. Our region is doing
very well in keeping up with all the paperwork necessary to comply with the requirements of the
law and the Electoral Commission.  As I am retiring from the region, I wish my successor as
regional treasurer well and lots of luck with the bank mandates.

Motion to conference
1.  Conference approves the treasurer’s report and accounts.
2.  Conference approves the appointment of an independent examiner.
3.  Conference approves the 2017 budget.

Lloyd Harris
Regional Treasurer
treasurer@eastlibdems.org.uk
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East of England Region Liberal Democrats Statement of Accounts

Statement date: 31 December 2015

Administrative information
Registered address: 8-10 Great George Street, London SW1P 3AE

Responsible officers: For the purposes of the Political Parties Elections Referendums Act 2000, the
responsible officers are:

Chair: Stephen Robinson
Treasurer: Lloyd Harris

Political activities
Overview of political activities
The main role in 2015 was supporting local parties with the general and local elections.

Branches
The region has one branch and all income received and expenditure incurred by the branch has been
included in these accounts.

Financial activities
Income overview
Our main source of income was the share of membership fees transferred to us via the English State Party.

Expenditure overview
Our main expenditure was on staff.

Accounting notes
The financial statements have been prepared in accordance with applicable accounting standards and
guidance issued by the Electoral Commission.
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Income and Expenditure Account

 Note 2015  2014
£  £

Income

Membership  1 25,848 23,981
Donations  2 9,744 72,607
Branch income  3 815 309
Fundraising income  4 221 2,653
Investment income  5  29 238
Transfers in   1,380 -
Miscellaneous 7 13,531 23,708

Total income 51,568 123,49

Expenditure
Office and administration costs   1,959 8,116
Branch expenditure  3 244 214
Staff costs  8 30,774 31,832
Transfers out  6 - 5,437
Campaigning costs   245 117,927
Fundraising costs  4 61 289
Financing charges and taxation  9 261 359
Miscellaneous  7 14,026 10,131

Total expenditure 47,570 174,306

Deficit/surplus 3,998 -50,809
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Balance Sheet

 Note 2015  2014
  £ £

Fixed assets

Total fixed assets   - -

Current assets
Cash in hand and at bank  5 32,474 22,821
Debtors and prepayments  10 6,365 1,320

Total current assets 38,839 24,141

Liabilities
Creditors and accruals  11  24,766 14,066

Total liabilities 24,766 14,066

Total net assets (liabilities) 14,073 10,075

Reserves
Accumulated fund at start of year    10,075 62,932
Former branch funds returned    - 2,048
Deficit/surplus   3,998 -50,809

Total reserves 14,073 10,075

Chair  .................................................................... Date  ..........................................................................

Treasurer .................................................................... Date  ..........................................................................
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Notes to the Accounts

1. Membership
Membership fees received via/paid to the central party
Total

2. Donations
Cash donations
Notional/Donations in kind
Total

During the year the unit had donations totalling £3,400 that were reportable to the Electoral Commission.
The total donation figure above (£9,744) is greater than this because of donations received that were
below the PPERA reporting threshold.

3. Branch income and expenditure

4. Fundraising income and expenditure
This financial year the main fundraising was the Lib Dem Lottery.

5. Investment income

6. Transfers
Transfer from/to

7. Miscellaneous income and expenditure

 2015 2014
 £ £

25,848 23,912

 25,848 23,912

 2015 2014
 £ £

9,744 72,607
 - -

 9,744 72,607

 2015 2014
 Income Expenditure Income Expenditure
 £ £ £ £

815 244 309 214

 815 244 309 214

Hertsmere

Total

 2015 2014
 Balance at Interest Balance at Interest
 end of year received end of year received
  in year  in year
 £ £ £ £

32,474 29 22,821 238

 32,474 29 22,821 238

Bank accounts

Total

Amount
 Incoming Outgoing
 £ £

180 -
 1,200 -

 1,380 -

Braintree & Witham Liberal Democrats
Chelmsford & Maldon Liberal Democrats

Total

 2015 2014
 Income Expenditure Income Expenditure
 £ £ £ £

- - 251 133
 8,316 7,148 6,498 5,336
 5,161 6,878 4,065 4,526
 - - - 136
 - - 12,894 -
 54 - - -

 13,531 14,026 23,708 10,131

Training
Newsletter scheme
Regional Conference
Bad debts
Levy on local parties
Prior year adjustment

Total



8. Salary costs

9. Financing charges and taxation

10. Debtors and pre-payments

11. Creditors and accruals

Declaration
I confirm that the above Statement of Accounts has been prepared in accordance with guidance issued
by the Electoral Commission and is correct to the best of my knowledge.

In addition I confirm that these accounts have been approved by the Executive Committee of the East of
England Liberal Democrats.

Signature

Position Registered Treasurer
Date 16/03/2016
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 2015 2014
 £ £

30,774 31,832

 30,774 31,832

 3 2.5

 10,258.00 12,732.87

Salary costs
Total

Number of staff
Average cost

2015 2014
 £ £

258 357
 3 2

 261 359

Bank charges and interest
Taxation
Total

 2015 2014
 £ £

- -
 6,345 1,320

 6,345 1,320

Pre-payments
Debtors
Total

 2015 2014
 £ £

23,066 13,211
 1,700 855

 24,766 14,066

Accruals
Creditors
Total
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2017 budget

  2017 2016
  budget budget
Income

Bank interest 0  30
Donations and appeals 5,450  25,730
Fundraising income 250  3,250
Membership rebate 25,000  26,000
Newsletter income 10,000  9,450
Other income 4,000  5,000
Regional conference income 5,000  4,200
Training income 0  400

Total income 49,700 74,060

Expenditure
Candidates’ Committee costs 250 250
Campaigning costs 250 10,250
Charges and taxes 300 200
Fundraising costs 50 1,060
Grants to local parties 3,000 2,000
Miscellaneous 100 100
Newsletter costs 7,500 7,500
Office and administration 3,700 3,700
Policy Committee costs 50 50
Regional Conference costs 5,800 5,000
Staff costs  22,000 30,600
Training costs 850 850

Total expenditure 43,850 61,660

Surplus (deficit) for the period 5,850 12,400

2017 Reserves Euro General
B/fwd from 2016 (estimate) 13,000 7,150
Surplus / (deficit) 3,500 2,350

Closing balance 16,500 9,500
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CONFERENCE STANDING ORDERS

1.  OBJECT
1.1  These Standing Orders govern the

preparation and conduct of the agenda
of the Conferences of the East of
England Region.

1.2  These Standing Orders endure until
amended by a two-thirds majority of
representatives voting at a meeting of
the Conference, at which the
amendment has been notified to the
members at least one week in advance
of the meeting.

2.  REGIONAL CONFERENCE
COMMITTEE

 The Regional Conference committee
shall, subject to the direction of the
Regional Executive to whom it shall
report:

2.1  Make all necessary arrangements for the
Regional Conference, or any special
Regional Conference called during its
term of office.

2.2  Co-opt such other persons as may be
necessary to enable it to carry out its
duties efficiently.

2.3  Prepare all necessary regulations and
timetables in respect of motions,
elections, arrangements of business, the
agenda, the conduct of sessions of the
Regional Conference and all matters
incidental thereto.

 In particular it shall:
 a) Timetable all constitutional

amendments that have been properly
submitted.

 b) Have available for inspection at
Conference, all motions not included, or
composited, in the final agenda.

3.  RULES OF DEBATE AND
CONDUCT OF BUSINESS

3.1  No motion or amendment shall be
discussed unless it has been proposed
and formally seconded.

3.2  Representatives shall direct their
speeches to the question under
discussion or to a point of order or to a
personal explanation.

3.3  Subject to the right of amendment of the
Conference Committee in the case of
any specific item of business, the
discussion of all motions shall normally
comprise:
3.3.1  Speech of mover of main motion

and any alternative under 3.4
below, five minutes at most.

3.3.2  Speeches of movers of any
amendment: three minutes at
most.

3.3.3  Speeches from the floor: three
minutes at most.

3.3.4  Rights of reply as provided by
SO5: three minutes at most.

3.4  The Conference Committee may:
3.4.1  Recognise an amendment as an

alternative option and allow its
proposer the same time as the
speech of the proposer of the
motion.

3.4.2  Take two or more motions
covering the same or associated
subject matter to be debated
simultaneously (along with any

amendments to such motions):
such debate shall conclude with
a vote on each motion and
amendment in turn, or between
motions, or amendments or
parts of motions or
amendments, as appropriate.

3.5  3.5.1  Each motion will be moved and
any amendment will then be
moved, debated and voted upon
in the order in which they affect
the wording of the motion,
except that the Session Chair
may vary the order of debate to
improve discussion where the
nature or complexity of the
motion make this desirable.

3.5.2  Subject to SO3.4 above, all
amendments shall be decided
before substantive debate on
any motion.

3.6  No member shall speak more than once
on any motion or amendment or in any
simultaneous debate under SO3.4 above
except:
3.6.1  To exercise any right of reply

given by these Standing Orders;
3.6.2  By way of explanation;
3.6.3  To move any procedural motion;
3.6.4  On different aspects of a Report

which is discussed in parts;
3.7  The Session Chair may, subject to

contrary indication by Conference, allow
any person who is not a Representative
to the Conference to speak in any
debate.

3.8  Speakers will be selected by the Session
Chair from those members who indicate
their wish to speak. In choosing
speakers, the Session Chair shall
attempt to provide a balanced debate
between different viewpoints within the
conference. The Session Chair shall also
have regard, in choosing speakers, to
the number of times a particular person
has already been called to speak during
the meeting of Conference.

3.9  A motion or amendment once moved
and seconded may only be withdrawn
with the consent of Conference, which
shall be signified without discussion.

4.  PROCEDURAL POINTS
4.1  Subject to SO 7.4 , a person may rise to

a point of personal explanation, but a
personal explanation shall be confined
to some material part of a former speech
by that person at the same meeting
which may have been misunderstood. A
person so rising shall be entitled to be
heard forthwith.

4.2  The ruling of the Session Chair on a point
of order or the admissibility of a personal
explanation shall not be open to
discussion and shall only be open to
challenge on a two thirds majority of
those present and voting.

4.3  When a motion is under debate only the
following procedural motions shall be
allowed:
4.3.1  That the Session Chair's ruling

be set aside;
4.3.2  To adjourn the debate in motion;
4.3.3  That the question be not put;
4.3.4  That the question be now put;

4.3.5  That the motion be referred back
to the mover.

 Any such procedural motion, when
moved and formally seconded, shall
immediately become the motion under
discussion unless deferred under S04.6.
When any such procedural motion is
moved and where the Session Chair has
not deferred debate under SO 4.6, only
a higher procedural motion on the list
above may then be moved before such
procedural motion is decided.

4.4  Procedural motions 4.3.2 to 4.3.4 may
only be moved without comment by a
representative at the end of another
person's speech.

4.5  The mover of any procedural motion
under SO 4.3.1 or SO 4.3.5 may make a
brief speech; the Session Chair in case
SO 4.3.1 and the mover of the motion in
case SO 4.3.5 shall have a brief right of
reply.

4.6  Motions SO 4.3.4 and SO 4.3.5 above
shall not be accepted unless the
Session Chair believes that there has
been adequate discussion of the matter
under consideration. If a motion in case
SO 4.3.4 is carried the movers shall have
a right of reply before their motion is
voted on.

5.  RIGHT OF REPLY
5.1  The proposer of a motion shall have a

right of reply at the close of the debate
upon such motion, immediately before it
is put to the vote.

5.2  If any amendment is proposed, the
proposer of the motion shall be entitled
to reply at the end of the debate upon
the amendment.

5.3  The mover of any amendment shall have
the right of reply immediately before the
proposer of the substantive motion.

5.4  The right of reply may be delegated by
the proposer concerned.

5.5  A representative exercising a right to
reply shall not introduce new matter to
the debate.

6.  ACCEPTANCE OF
AMENDMENT

6.1  A representative may, with the consent
of Conference, signified without
discussion, accept a drafting
amendment to the motion which has
been proposed and may also accept any
duly tabled amendment.

7.  VOTING
7.1  On being appointed each representative

shall be issued with a voting card
bearing his or her name. Such voting
cards shall not be transferable.

7.2  Names of substitutes for any
representative shall be notified to the
Regional Conference Committee.
Following valid receipt of such
notification, each substitute shall be
issued with a voting card bearing his or
her name and become a representative
for the meeting in question, replacing
the representative so substituted.

7.3  All votes shall be taken by a show of
voting cards. The voting shall be
counted by tellers at the request of the
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Session Chair, the Conference
Committee or 25 members upstanding.

7.4  No point of personal explanation may be
raised during a vote. Points of order
raised during a vote shall only be
admissible if they relate to the conduct
of the vote.

7.5  The Session Chair's decision and
announcement of the result shall be final.

8.  SUSPENSION OF STANDING
ORDERS

8.1  A representative may during any plenary
Conference move a motion for the
suspension of Standing Orders. The
mover of the motion shall submit the
motion and a brief written statement of
the purpose of the proposed suspension
to the Chair, who shall read them to the
meeting. The Chair shall then (if the
motion is in order) invite the Conference
representatives wishing the motion to be
considered to stand in their places and
show their voting cards. If less than 35
representatives do so the motion shall
not proceed.

8.2  If the motion proceeds, the mover may
speak and a representative of the
Conference Committee may reply. The
Chair shall have the discretion whether
to allow other speakers on the motion.

8.3  A motion to suspend Standing Orders
shall be carried only if supported by at
least two thirds of the Conference
representatives voting. If the motion is
carried, all Standing Orders shall be
deemed to be still in force, except only
for the purpose set out in the motion.

9.  QUORUM
9.1  If there are fewer than 40 representatives

present at any time, any one
representative may demand, and
procure, that discussion of a topic be
deferred.

10.  NO SMOKING RULE
10.1  No person attending the meeting may

smoke.





Published and promoted by East of England Liberal Democrats, 54 Grymes Dyke Way, Stanway, Essex, CO3 0QT
Printed by Reepham Printing Services, Church Street, Reepham, Norwich NR10 4JW


